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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 291 

215 15TH STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CA   92663 
GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 

Date: November 20, 2024  Time: 6:04pm 
❖ Posting of the Colors 

❖ Placement of POW/MIA Cover 

❖ Chaplain's Prayer - Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 

❖ Pledge of Allegiance - Janz Simmons, Sgt-at-Arms 

❖ Music - Mary Ann Leonard, Music Chair – The song selection is Star Spangled Banner 

❖ Preamble of the Constitution of the ALA – see Projector screen 

❖ Roll Call of Officers - Cynthia Minucci Neal, Secretary 

P 
President  
Mary Beth Martin 

P 
Chaplain  
Sharon Morgan 

E 
Executive Committee  
Jan Woolford 

P 
1st Vice President  
Dana Johnston 

P 
Historian  
Sue Lindsay 

P 
Executive Committee  
Bobbi Renaghan 

P 
2nd Vice President  
Bonnie Robertson 

P 
Sergeant at Arms  
Janz Simmons 

E 
Executive Committee  
Janice Flanagan 

P 
Secretary  
Cynthia Minucci Neal 

P 
Asst. Sergeant at Arms  
Stacy Eickhoff 

P 
Executive Committee  
Mary Ann Leonard 

E 
Treasurer  
Laura Farr 

P 
Jr. Past President  
Cindy Edes 

P 
Executive Committee  
Peggy Bengry 

       P=Present     E=Excused     A=Absent    Quorum = 9 

❖ Officer Substitutions - None 

❖ Special Guests 

➢ A Visitor from the 1930’s spoke about the history of the 1930’s 

➢ Tom Boscamp US Army Veteran, Veteran Specialist Senior from Coastline College Veteran Resource Center gave a 

brief description of what Veteran Resource Center is all about.  He gave samples of veterans that have been helped 

in the program.  He spoke about the Coastline Veteran Resource Center, what they offer for the veterans, and how 

the Auxiliary helps the Resource Center. 

➢ Recognized and thanked the American Legion Auxiliary with a plaque for making a difference and impact on the lives 

of the Veterans at OCC Veteran Resource Center.  Heidi Maturino, VA & R chairperson accepted the plaque on 

behalf of the Auxiliary. 

❖ Approval of Minutes - The General Monthly Meeting minutes dated Wednesday, October 16, 2024.  A motion to 
suspend the reading of the minutes was made, 2nd and approved. The minutes were approved as written. 
 

❖ This Month Dimes for Times  – Membership for Military families 
 

REPORTS 

❖ President – Mary Beth Martin 

➢ Front door access looking for volunteers now  

➢ Troop Shipping cards - Christmas cards for the deployed military going out with Troop Shipping 

➢ Monday December 9, 2024 Auxiliary Membership Christmas Party – in the Main Hall, bring a white elephant 

gift, there will be appetizers.  Wear a holiday sweater.  

➢ The next District meeting will be held on December 7, 2024 at 10:00am at Unit 132 Orange. 

➢ Volunteer opportunities are always in the monthly newsletter and now on our website on the Members page.  

Volunteer opportunity at the Holiday Boutique on November 21, 2024, Security at the door. 

➢ The next General Monthly meeting will be January 15, 2025.  December we will have no meeting. We are dark 

in December. 

❖ 1st Vice President / Membership – Dana Johnston 

➢ Update on 2025 Membership 1,202 seniors and 16 juniors total .1,218 paid memberships.  We are at 62%. 

➢ 2025 Membership dues not paid by Jan 11, 2025 gate cards are turned off. 
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➢ Currently we have a waiting list for membership. 

➢ Will be at the Holiday Boutique with the membership cards available for pickup. 

➢ Sunday November 24, 2024 at 2:00pm – Volunteers needed for pre-organize Christmas decorating, setting up 

the trees and decorating supplies. 

➢ Monday November 25, 2024 at 5:30pm- Christmas Decorating at the Post Volunteers needed to decorate the 

hall and trees. 

❖ 2nd Vice President / Fundraising, Bonnie Robertson 

➢ Holiday Boutique - Thursday November 21, 2024, 3:00pm – 7:00pm – Come enjoy shopping, there will be lots of 

vendors.  A skit was performed announcing the boutique. 

➢ See’s Candy – Go online and order holiday See’s Candy.  Flyers are posted.  Click on QR code to order. 

➢ Mary Ann Leonard –Thanked everyone who volunteered on the Raffle tickets envelope stuffing. 

❖ Secretary – Cynthia Minucci Neal No Report 

❖ Treasurer – Laura Farr – No Report 

❖ Chaplain – Sharon Morgan 

➢ Updated on the well wishes and condolences since our last General Monthly meeting in October. 

❖ Historian – Susan Lindsey 

➢ Updated on the past Auxiliary events since the last General Monthly meeting.in October. 

❖ Parliamentarian – Peggy Bengry – No Report 

❖ Executive Committee – Bobbi Renaghan, Jan Woolford, Janice Flanagan, Mary Ann Leonard, & Peggy Bengry 

– No Report 

❖ Junior Past President – Cindy Edes – No Report 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

❖ 100 Year Anniversary Committee – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

▪ Meetings 4th Monday of the month.  Next meeting to be held on Monday November 25, 2024 at 5:30pm. 

▪ Mark the calendars now for October 18, 2025 100 year Dinner Dance. 

• Members welcome to join. Come up after the meeting to sign up. 

❖ Americanism – Carol Markel – No Report 

❖ Auxiliary Emergency Fund – Jan Woolford – No Report 

❖ Chair Covers – Janz Simmons  

➢ Thanked all that came out to volunteer for the Military Ball chair covers 

➢ Need help washing chair covers 

➢ Next event is on December 5, 2024 for the ALYC Holiday Party – Need volunteers @ noon. 

❖ Children and Youth – Bea Foster 

➢ October 20, 2024 – Held Children’s Halloween Party at the Base. 

➢ October 27, 2024 Held Children’s Halloween Party at the Post.  

➢ December 8, 2024 Children’s Christmas Party at the Post – Volunteers needed  

➢ December 15, 2024 Children’s Christmas Party at the base – Volunteers needed   

➢ Collecting pajamas and toys (box in the back of hall) for the miliary children on base. 

❖ Community Service – Sharon Morgan – No Report 

❖ Community Donations – Christine Beilby, Heidi Sergeant & Phyllis Helt  

➢ Read thank you notes received. 

 

The Executive Board has approved the following motions to move forward to the General Monthly Meeting for 

membership approval. 
 

➢ You Were Worth It Foundation                                                                               Suggested Donation $1,000 

You Were Worth IT Foundation was founded by Major Billy C Hall and Dwight Hanson on 4 July 2023. Their 
mission statement is to:  Always Remember Our Veterans: 

- Never Forget Our Active-Duty 
- Welcome Home All Our Military Members 
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They exist to always remember our veterans by taking them on memorable returns to battlefields, and having them 

share their military experiences with schools, military installations and civic organizations. Ensuring we never 

forget our active duty through our morale boosting programs of BBQs, family picnics, changes of command and 

promotion ceremonies, birthday balls and Thanksgiving and Christmas parties. And we welcome home all of our 

service members through our transition program and helping with VA disability ratings and assisting homeless 

veterans and their families. 
 

They have been asked if they could support returning Marines from overseas with pillows and blankets for their 

return.  They are looking to provide 200 each. 

Motion: The Donation Committee moves to donate $1,000 to You Were Worth It Foundation to help returning 
marines with linens and supplies.  Motion was made, 2nd and motion approved. 

 

➢ Paralyzed Veterans of America CA Chapter                                                      Suggested Donation $1,000 

Paralyzed Veterans of America CA Chapter is based at Long Beach VA.  They have an in-patient spinal cord 

injury unit with 12 members + hospital based and outpatient paralyzed veterans that they support.  They have 

not hosted a Holiday dinner since 2019, due to the pandemic, and they would like to host a dinner on-site this 

year.  They have a list of about 400 members & are expecting 50-150 to attend the dinner.  Volunteers are also 

welcome & needed.  

 

RATIONAL: The donation will help Paralyzed Veterans of America CA Chapter provide a holiday dinner for up 

to 150 paralyzed veterans that either live at or are served by the Paralyzed Veterans of America CA chapter at 

Long Beach VA 
 

Motion: Community Donations moves to donate $1,000 to Paralyzed Veterans of America CA Chapter at Long 

Beach VA to support their Holiday dinner for up to 150 paralyzed veterans. Motion was moved, 2nd, and motion 

approved 

 

➢ Newport Beach 1st Battalion, 1st Marines Foundation                                        Suggested Donation $1,000 

The Newport Beach 1st Battalion, 1st Marines Foundation was founded in December 2003, when the City of 

Newport Beach "adopted" the 1st Battalion, 1 Marines based at Camp Pendleton. The Foundation's primary 

purpose is to assist family members of the Battalion, especially the families of younger enlisted service 

members, with unexpected expenses while their Marines are deployed, as well as providing support for a 

variety of things, from updating living conditions in the barracks to unexpected travel expenses for emergencies 

to parties for the children when deployed. In addition, the Foundation provides appropriate condolences and 

memorials, on behalf of the city, for those lost. Currently we are trying to cover the cost for all the enlisted and 

non-commissioned officers of the Battalion for the upcoming Marine Corp Ball this November. Per the Battalion, 

the costs are estimated to exceed $110,000. 

 

The 1-1 Foundation has pledged $35,000 and has secured another $30,000 from a major supporter of the 

Foundation, for this event. We currently have a shortfall of approximately $15,000 for the total needed to 

accomplish our goal. The Sons and the Post have commitment to help out. 

 

Motion: Community Donations moves to donate $1,000 to Newport Beach 1st Battalion, 1st Marines Foundation 
for the Marine Corp Ball in November.  Motion was made, 2nd and motion approved. 

 

▪ Increase to Community Donations           Proposed by Peggy Bengry, Parliamentarian 

Suggested Increase $10,000 
A motion was brought to floor to increase the budget for Community Donations in the amount of $10,000 from 

the reserved fund. 

Motion: Increase the budget for Community Donations by $10,000 from the reserved fund.   Motion was made, 

2nd and motion approved. 
 

❖ Constitution & Bylaws – Janet du Monceau de Bergendal – No Report 

❖ Education – Barbara Melum – No Report 
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❖ Girls State - Caroline Miller 

➢ Currently have 19 high school we are sponsoring this year.  The list of schools were read. 

➢ Packets have been made and are ready to deliver to the school counselors. 

➢ Interviews will be held January 25-26, 2025 and February 1-2, 2025 and in the Fireside Room. 

❖ Juniors – Stacy Eickhoff – No Report 

❖ Leadership – Cindy Edes- No Report 

❖ Legislative – Pia Thompson – No Report 

❖ Member to Member – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

➢ Meetings 4th Monday of the month.  Next meeting to be held on Monday November 25, 2024 at 4:00pm. 

➢ Members welcome to join. We will have positions open.  Come up after the meeting to sign up. 

❖ Music – Mary Ann Leonard – No Report 

❖ National Security – Susan Difonzo – No Report 

❖ Past President Parley – Cindy Edes – No Report 

❖ Poppies Bobbi Renaghan  

➢ Received a message from our Miss Poppy Christine (2022-2024) thanking the Auxiliary for the scholarship. 

❖ Public Relations – Heidi Sergeant – No Report 

❖ Troop Shipping – Janice Flanagan & Janet du Monceau de Bergendal 

➢ November 23, 2024, at 10:00am - Troop Shipping will be held in West Patio.  Volunteers needed for packing 

boxes. 

➢ Shipping @ 152 boxes filled with goodies and will be shipped to our deployed military. 

❖ Salute to Service - Jeannie Celeketic & Julie Sanborn – No Report 

❖ VA & R – Heidi Maturino 

➢ A skit was performed by members of the Auxiliary for donating jackets and coats.  Heidi will collect and distribute. 

➢ Updates on Veteran Food Pantries and Veteran Resource Centers 

▪ US Vets helped out 2 homeless veterans.  Also replenished both of the food pantries. 

▪ Coastline College Veterans Resource Center replenished the food pantry. 

▪ Updated on Helping Heroes Program – Home visits to her Veteran. 

▪ New food pantry - Heroes Landing, Santa Ana.  This makes (5) five food pantries we replenish. 

▪ Bingo at Long Beach VA Community Living Center was on Sunday November 3, 2024.  A great time was had 

by all. 

▪ Will continue collecting canned foods and donating of jackets and coats 

❖ San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO)   Suggested Donation: $2,000 

Subject:  Every year the San Clemente Military Family Outreach (SCMFO) has provided 1,000 turkeys and all the 

trimmings for enlisted families living on base in Camp Pendleton.  The cost is $44,000 for this year. 

 

RATIONAL: Each family gets a frozen butter ball turkey with all the trimmings. This will provide for a struggling E1-

E6 family to have a home cooked meal in their homes. 1,000 families show up on base at the commissary building 

to check in and provide their military credentials. This is a huge undertaking and a huge blessing to these families 

every year. 

 

Motion: VA & R moves to donate $2,000 to San Clemente Family Outreach to support their Thanksgiving meal 

program for enlisted veterans at Camp Pendleton.  Motion was moved, 2nd, and motion approved. 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES   

❖ Old Business  

➢ Member to Member – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

▪ Meetings will be the 4th Monday of the month 4pm – 5:30pm 

▪ Next meeting will be held on Monday November 18, 2024  

▪ Looking for committee members.  See me after the meeting to get on the list to be emailed 
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❖ New Business  

➢ Initiation of (2) two new members - Motion A motion to accept these candidates was made, 2nd, and motion carried.  

Ceremony preceded.  We welcomed the new members. 
 

❖ NEXT GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP  MEETING – The next meeting is Wednesday, January 15, 2025.  It will 

be held in the Main Hall at 6:00pm. December there will be no meeting. 
 

❖ THE DISTRICT MEETING - Will be held on Saturday, December 7, 2024, at 10:00am at Unit 132 Orange Location: 

143 S. Lemon ST., Orange CA   92866 

 

❖ Closing Prayer – Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 

Adjournment – 7:41pm 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

❖ The Post/Parking Lot Access Policy has been updated. It is posted on the American Legion website at 

www.AL291.com. 

❖ Your membership/parking card is your OWN. Please show them to the Gate Concierge & do not forget to sign in 

your guests on the sign-in sheet at the front door or parking lot entry. 

❖ Pull tabs for The Ronald McDonald House can be dropped off in the troop shipping box. 

 

MEETING PROTOCAL 

❖ President raps gavel 3 times to stand up and 1 time to sit down 

❖ Auxiliary has been changing to a microphone on the floor instead of at the podium to speak.  However, when called to the podium 

to speak, go to the left side of front table, face the flag and place your hand over the heart to salute.  Go to the podium and when 

completed go back the same way. 

❖ The President is referred to as Madame President or The Chair. 

❖ When the meeting is in session do not approach the front table.   

❖ Once the POW cover is on the chair it is sacred ground.  Do not sit anything on the chair. 

❖ When a meeting is in session and if you have a question,  raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged by the chair.  Once 

recognized by the chair, the Sargeant of Arms or Assistant Sargeant of Arms will bring a microphone.  Stand, state your name and 

the question. 

❖ Do not speak over others because it is difficult to take minutes.  

❖ If someone ask a question and the President does not know right away, do not shout out the answer 

❖ The Auxiliary meetings are about what is going on at the Auxiliary, and what volunteer opportunities are coming up  

❖ Keep table chatter to a minimum. 

 

IMPORTANT SITES TO VISIT 

❖ Auxiliary Unit 291 website for info & events American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 Newport Harbor – American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 291 Newport Harbor (ala291.com) 

❖ Looking to Volunteer?  Check out our website (Above) and go to the Member page 

❖  ALA 291 Facebook ALA Unit 291 | Facebook291 Newport Harbor (ala291.com)  Join our Facebook page for up-to-

the-minute news. 

❖ RENEW your 2025 online at  My Auxiliary Membership Portal - www.legion-aux.org  

❖ Track your volunteer time - www.TrackltForward.com/site/american-legion-auxiliary-unit-291 

❖ National ALA website – Home (legion-aux.org) - Create your account using your membership#. 

❖ Department ALA News is at https://www.calegionaux.com 

❖ District ALA News is at D29 ALA Group Facebook. What is happening at various ALA Units. 

❖ American Legion Flag & Emblem Sales - https://emblem.legion.org 

http://www.al291.com./
https://ala291.com/
https://ala291.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AUX29/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AUX29/
http://www.legion-aux.org/
https://www.legion-aux.org/

