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General Monthly Membership Meeting
MINUTES APPROVED AS WRITTEN
March 19, 2025

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 291
215 15" STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663
GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
Date: February 19, 2025 6:02PM

« Officer substitution Cindy Edes for Cynthia Minucci Neal-Secretary

Posting of the Colors

Placement of POW/MIA Cover

Chaplain's Prayer- Sharon Morgan, Chaplain

Pledge of Allegiance - Janz Simmons, Sgt-at-Arms

Music - Mary Ann Leonard, Music Chair — Song selection is “You’re a Grand Old Flag”
Preamble of the Constitution of the ALA

Roll Call of Officers — Cindy Edes
p | President Chaplain

Executive Committee

Mary Beth Martin P Sharon Morgan P Jan Woolford

) 15t Vice President ) Historian E Executive Committee
Dana Johnston Sue Lindsay Bobbi Renaghan

) 2nd Vice President ) Sergeant at Arms p Executive Committee
Bonnie Robertson Janz Simmons Janice Flanagan

E Secretary p Asst. Sergeant at Arms p Executive Committee
Cynthia Minucci Neal Stacy Eickhoff Mary Ann Leonard

E Treasurer ) Jr. Past President ) Executive Committee
Laura Farr Cindy Edes Peggy Bengry

P=Present E=Excused A=Absent Quorum =19

Special Guest-Alison Martin ALA member from the 1950’s

Approval of Minutes —Minutes for the General Membership monthly meeting held on January 15, 2025.
Stacey Eickhoff moved we suspend the reading minutes because copies were made available to the
membership on the tables. No comments or corrections. Minutes accepted as written.

This month Dimes for Times —Americanism for Americanism Scholarships.

REPORTS

President — Mary Beth Martin- Honor Flight video
» Ways to volunteer for Honor Flight: Meeting the plane @ LAX coming back from DC, cards to the
veterans while on the trip; donations to the Honor Flight organization, cost is $2,500 per veteran. Next
trip is planned for May 17t —19"
» Nominating committee volunteers from General Membership, Becky Cooper & Karen Nedza
» National President visit-Friday March 14, 2025 @ Post 132-the cost is $25.00, sign up link is on
Eventbrite.
> Ruck Sack Walk-Huntingtin Beach pier to Post 291 March 22"
Next District meeting is South Orange County, Unit 281, March 8, 2025 @ 0900
» Acknowledged Kendall Madson’s design for the 100-year Unit logo

v
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> We have a $90,000 surplus within our budget, that can be spent to make a dramatic change in a
veteran’s life. It was explained that non-profits such as ours, should have two years of operating
expenses, and our unit is getting close to three years. This might flag the IRS that we are not spending
as a non-profit should. The E-Board has identified a veteran project that would take up to $20,000
leaving $60,000. Other suggestions are accepted. Susan Seiver, suggested increasing the donation to
Semper Fi of $1,000 to $5,000. Mary Beth requested the motions be moved to new business. Mary
Ann Leonard suggested making two veteran scholarships. Wendy Meyers suggested donating to Gold
Star Families. Janz Simmons suggested sending more veterans to Honor Fight.

« Commander Brian Fleming-Explanation of the Post facility fees, all Legion family members pay the
same facility fees.

% 1% Vice, Dana Johnston

» We are at 96% of goal, 1873 have paid for 2025. Our goal set by Department is 1957.

% 2" Vice-Bonnie Robertson
» All set for Saturday night party. Tickets still available.

» Mary Ann Leonard-Raffel going well, tickets available at the party.

% Chaplin-Sharon Morgan
Get well cards were sent out to Cynthia Culp who fell and broke her femur and a birthday was sent as well;
Heidi Maturino’s brother has pneumonia and is in the hospital & Heidi’s sister fell fracturing her pelvis and
is in rehab. Bobbie Renaghan’s mother passed away from complications from a fall, a card and flowers

were sent. A sympathy card and flowers were sent to Mary Carolan for the death of her husband Bob; a card
will be sent to Cynthia Minucci Neal for the unexpected death of her brother. Auxiliary member Stacey
Fitzpatrick lost her brother-in-law, a card was sent and Commander Flemming who lost his grandmother.

+ Historian- Susan Lindsey

» Acknowledge the holidays in February, Valentine’s Day, President Day, talked about the Newport Pier
to Balboa pier 100-year ALA Unit 291 walk; Girls State interviews, VA&R coat drive, pantry restocking
and the Feb 17" Blood drive.

% Secretary — Cynthia Minucci Neal-no report

+ Treasurer — Laura Farr-no report

+ Parliamentarian — Peggy Bengry-no report

« Executive Committee — Bobbi Renaghan, Jan Woolford, Janice Flanagan, Mary Ann Leonard, &
Peggy Bengry-No report

% Junior Past President —(PPP) Cindy Edes-Spoke about $4,000 nursing scholarship

STANDING COMMITTEES
< Americanism — Carol Markel-School essays due by March 1st
% Auxiliary Emergency Fund — Jan Woolford-No report

% Chair Covers — Janz Simmons-We will be getting new chair covers, Janz needs help decorating for the

party on Saturday, old chair covers need washing.
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Children and Youth — Bea Foster

Military shower held at St. Andrews church Feb 1%t was a big success. Hoag hospital donated formula and

diapers. LBVA will be doing a baby shower, looking for donations. Next children’s event is in April, month of

the military child.

Community Service — Sharon Morgan

> “Bags of Love” Looking for thin men’s socks, Sharon provided list of things needed. Saturday April 5™

@ 11:00. Looking to make 150 bags.

Constitution & Bylaws — Janet du Monceau de Bergendal-No report

Community Donations — Christine Beilby, Heidi Sergeant & Phyllis Helt

» The Executive Board has approved the following motions for membership approval:

Semper Fl America’s Fund Suggested Donation $1,000
MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $1,000 to this non-profit to continue their support of
all branches of the U.S Armed forces helping them to live full and independent lives after sustaining
life-changing injuries or critical illnesses. Motion made, 2", Passed.

= (AL Post 43) LA County Wild Fires Suggested Donation $5,000
MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $5,000 to Post 43 which is providing support,
resources and up-to-date information for those impacted by the Palisades and surrounding fires.

One hundred members from that Post lost their homes. Motion made, 2", Passed.

= K9s for Warriors Suggested Donation $2,000
MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $2,000 to K9s for Warriors. K-9s for Warriors is
the nation’s largest provider of trained service dogs to military veterans suffering from PTSD, traumatic

brain injury and/or military sexual trauma. Motion made, 2", Passed.

«» Education — Barbara Melum-

» Motion: ALA Coastline Community College Scholarship award for $500.00. This is for Hoa
Nguyen who is an Army veteran who served in Irag. He goes to school and works full time. 2",

Discussion: Vera Rowe advised that if you use the word grant or scholarship, some money will be

deducted from Gl benefits. The motion was rescinded by Barbara and reworded. Motion from
Barbara: ALA Coastline Community College Foundation Veterans Resource Center Assistance
$500.00 for Hoa Nguyen. 2"-Passed Barbara has also advised she has been going to
elementary schools with lesson plans for Americanism. As a result, she has been asked to be on
the School District “Community & Family Engagement Committee.” Barbara also had flyers for

“Read across America.”

% Girls State - Caroline Miller-Unit 291 is sponsoring 19 Girls for Girls State (shout out to all who helped

with the 75 interviews), Unit 291 is also sponsoring one girl from Sierra HS located in Tollhouse, Ca.

Girl State delegates also participate in Honor Flight by writing cards to the veterans for their trip.

Would like to get a group together for May 17" Honor Flight return flight at LAX.

+ Juniors — Stacy Eickhoff-Juniors participated in making Valentine bags for the VA hospital
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Leadership — Cindy Edes-No report

Legislative — Pia Thompson-no report

National Security — Susan Difonzo- Blood drive a success, 33 pints. Next blood drive is October 13™.
Shout out to Vera Rowe for all her help.

Poppies — Bobbi Renaghan (Mary Beth Martin) See old business

Public Relations — Heidi Sergeant

Troop Shipping — Janice Flanagan-Next troop shipping May 17", 10:00. Need address of deployed
service members. Thank-you note from Seamen Jacob Jeffers, USS Carl Vincent, very appreciative of care
packages and he shared with fellow shipmates. Donations for troop shipping always accepted. Upcoming
Events at Heroes Hall, “Remembering Vietnam”, Saturday March 29" 2-3, “Breaking Barriers: Black Marines
Reflect on War” March 15t 2-3.

Salute to Service - Jeannie Celeketic & Julie Sanborn

VA & R — Heidi Maturino-(Mary Beth Martin) Motion made by Mary Ann Leonard to donate $2500.00 to

sponsor one veteran for the Honor Flight out to VA&R budget. 2"- Passed.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

R/
A X4

R/
A X4

Old Business

> Mary Beth Martin-For the 100-year celebration. Making Poppies, Feb 27" 4-7, Juniors & other units are
invited. We currently have 9,000 poppies in the shed, we need 6,000 more. Our unit sells 10% of all the
poppies in the State. We give out 15,000 poppies from our unit. Next meeting of the 100-year committee
is Feb 24" 4:30.

New Business

> Susan DiFonzo, moved we donated an extra $4,000 to Semper Fi America. 2"- Passed Susan
DiFonzo also moved we sponsor two more veterans, then rescinded motion. Jan Wolford moved we
sponsor 5 more veterans for the honor flight for $12,500. from the aforementioned reserve fund. 2nd
Discussion-Dana Johnston felt that more money should be spent with younger veterans.
2"-Passed

> Julie Sanborn - questioned if reserved fund could to moved to donations. It was explained the $10,000

was already moved over from the general fund.

NEXT GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING - The next meeting is Wednesday, March 19th in
the Main Hall at 6:00pm.

NEXT DISTRICT MEETING — The next District meeting will be on Saturday March 8th at located at Unit
South Orange County unit 281.

Closing Prayer — Sharon Morgan, Chaplain

ADJOURNMENT - Time: __7:45 pm
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ANNOUNCEMENT

% The Post/Parking Lot Access Policy has been updated. It is posted on the American Legion website at
www.AL291.com.

% Your membership/parking card is your OWN. Please show them to the Gate Concierge & do not forget to
sign in your guests on the sign-in sheet at the front door or parking lot entry.

% Pull tabs for The Ronald McDonald House can be dropped off in the troop shipping box.

IMPORTANT SITES TO VISIT

% Auxiliary Unit 291 website for info & events American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 Newport Harbor — American

Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 Newport Harbor (ala291.com)

» Looking to Volunteer? Check out our website (Above) and go to the Member page
» ALA 291 Facebook 291 Newport Harbor (ala291.com) Join our Facebook page for up-to-the-minute
news.

RENEW your 2025 online at MyAuxiliary Membership Portal - www.legion-aux.org

Track your volunteer time - www.TrackltForward.com/site/american-legion-auxiliary-unit-291
National ALA website — Home (legion-aux.org) - Create your account using your membership#.
Department ALA News is at https:/www.calegionaux.com

District ALA News is at D29 ALA Group Facebook - What is happening at various ALA units
American Legion Flag & Emblem Sales - https://emblem.legion.org
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