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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 291 
215 15TH STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CA   92663 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Date: February 13, 2025 

 

 CALL TO ORDER-Silence your cell phones      Time: 1801 
 Officer Substitution-Cindy Edes for Cynthia Minucci Neal, Secretary 
 Chaplain's Prayer - Sharon Morgan 
 Pledge of Allegiance - Janz Simmons, Sgt-at-Arms 
 Roll Call of Officers – Cindy Edes, Secretary 

  P President  
Mary Beth Martin P Chaplain  

Sharon Morgan P Executive Committee  
Jan Woolford 

A 1st Vice President  
Dana Johnston E Historian  

Sue Lindsay E Executive Committee  
Bobbi Renaghan 

P 2nd Vice President  
Bonnie Robertson P Sergeant at Arms  

Janz Simmons P Executive Committee  
Janice Flanagan 

E Secretary  
Cynthia Minucci Neal P Asst. Sergeant at Arms  

Stacy Eickhoff P Executive Committee  
Mary Ann Leonard 

E Treasurer  
Laura Farr P Jr. Past President  

Cindy Edes P Executive Committee  
Peggy Bengry 

       P=Present     E=Excused     A=Absent    Quorum = 9 
 

 Approval of Minutes –Minutes for the Executive Board January 9, 2025 unavailable  

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Americanism – Carol Markel-No report 

 Auxiliary Emergency Fund – Jan Woolford-No report 

 Chair Covers – Janz Simmons-We will be getting new chair covers which will not need washing.  Will need 

help washing the old ones. 

 Children and Youth – Bea Foster-The Military shower held at St. Andrews church Feb 1st was a big 

success.  Next children’s event is in April, month of the military child. Bea is still looking for people to store 

event boxes.  

 Community Service – Sharon Morgan-No report 

 Constitution & Bylaws – Janet du Monceau de Bergendal-No report 

 Community Donations –Heidi Sergeant 
 The Donation Committee makes the following recommendations:  

 

 Semper FI  America’s Fund       Suggested Donation $1,000 
MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $1,000 to this non-profit to continue their support of 
all branches of the U.S Armed forces helping them to live full and independent lives after sustaining 
life-changing injuries or critical illnesses.  Motion made, 2nd , PASSED   

 (AL Post 48) LA County Wild Fires                                                      Suggester Donation $5,000 
MOTION:  Community Donations moves to donate $5,000 to Post 48 which is providing support, 
resources and up-to-date information for those impacted by the Palisades and surrounding fires.  Over 
one hundred members from the Palisades Post lost their homes.  Motion made, 2nd, Passed.  
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 K9s for Warriors                            Suggested Donation $2,000 
MOTION:  Community Donations moves to donate $2,000 to K9s for Warriors.  K9s for Warriors is the 
nation’s largest provider of trained service dogs to military veterans suffering from PTSD, traumatic 
brain injury, and/or military sexual trauma.  Motion made, 2nd, Passed. 
 

(Heidi Sergeant also noted that almost 85% to 90% of their budget is going to veterans’    
organizations).   

 Education Corrected: Moved to Music – (Mary Ann Leonard) Advised that the music director at 

TeWinkle Middle School e-mailed a short music video that will be played at the Roaring 20’s event on the 

20th.  The school will also receive the Edna Kennedy $2,000 music scholarship from ALA291. 

 Girls State - Caroline Miller-No report  
 Historian- Sue Lindsey-No report 

 Juniors – Stacy Eickhoff-No report 
 Leadership – Cindy Edes-No report 

 Legislative – Pia Thompson-No report 

 National Security – Susan Difonzo-No report 

 Past President Parley – Cindy Edes-No report 

 Poppies – Bobbi Renaghan- No report 

 Public Relations – Heidi Sergeant-No report 

 Troop Shipping – Janice Flanagan & Janet du Monceau de Bergendal-No report 

 VA & R – Heidi Maturino 

 Long Beach VA-Our Juniors made 34 men’s bags and 14 lady’s bags for Valentines Day at the VA  
 Heroes Landing-Dropped off a bag and a half of jackets, t-shirts and food 

 US Vet-Went with Art to Cost Co for food and other supplies 

 Did a visit with Veteran Les at his home in San Juan Capistrano 

 Met with Tom Boscamp from Coastline Community College VRC and did shopping for supplies and also 

several small portable air conditioners 
 Donation request:  Heidi Maturino moved that we donate $2,500 out of the VA&R budget to sponsor a 

Southern California Veteran for the National Honor Flight Program.  2nd, Passed. 
 
REPORTS  
 President-Mary Beth Martin 
 Past Auxiliary 291 President Mary Carolan’s husband (Bob) passed away 
 Spoke of two trainings she attended, DEC and National Leadership.  Both emphasized the need for the 

auxiliary to participate more with community events.  
 Membership 

o New members should be initiated at the beginning of the meeting so they can participate. 
o All new membership applications must be sent to Department prior to processing at the unit level 
o Issues with divorced members, if you join under a spouse and divorce and miss a membership 

payment, you must re-apply 
o Membership is at 1846, 108 to go to make Department goal. 

 Honor Flight, ways to volunteer 
 Nominating committee: Three officers and two from the general membership 
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o Cindy Edes (chair), Stacey Eickhoff & Janice Flanagan (other will be chosen at the General 
Membership meeting). 

 Ruck Sack Walk Saturday, March 22nd from Huntington Beach pier to the Post 
 A reminder to people who work the front door, Legion members Nick Saifan and Evin Planto are still not 

allowed at the Post (except general meeting) until January 2026.  
 Extra money in the budget $90,000 can be used for special projects 
 Family night, learning to make poppies  
 Changing a Veteran’s Life-Tom Boscamp from Coastline Community College VCR, recommended 

female veteran Tiana Ngo, who is paralegal student, for the Auxiliary Special Project to help with school 
and living expenses, food, rent & utilities.  Mary Beth moved we donate $13,000 to $26,000 for one or 
two years to a US female Veteran student to pursue her legal career.  Discussion regarding the 
wording of motion, amount to be given, or how it would be monitored and other procedural questions .  
Cindy Edes moved that motion be tabled until the wording of the motion and the procedure be 
clarified.   

 Commander Brian Fleming will be speaking at the General Membership meeting to address the facility 
fees 

 2nd Vice -Bonnie Robertson 
 Plans for upcoming party going well 

 Chaplain-Sharon Morgan-Get well cards were sent out to Cynthia Culp who fell and broke her femur; Heidi 
Maturino’s brother has pneumonia and is in the hospital & Heidi’s sister fell and fractured her pelvis and is in 
rehab; Bobbie Renaghan’s mother fell and is in the hospital; a sympathy card and flowers were sent to Mary 
Carolan for the death of her husband Bob; a card will be sent to Cynthia Minucci Neal for the unexpected 
death of her brother 

 Special Committees 
 100-year Feb 27th 4-7 making poppies at the Post, Leisure Word ALA members invited 
 Member to Member -Sent out 140 Christmas cards and have another 150 to be sent out in the Spring 

 Old Business-none 
 New Business-Stacey has a new volunteer Junior mother to help with cards, and poppies.  
 Cindy Edes-Good Citizen ship award-will be nominated at next E-Board meeting  

 Mary Beth Martin-for Barbara Melum- A motion to donate $500.00 to Coastline Community College  

For an ALA Coast Line College Veteran Scholarship.   2nd and Passed. 

 Closing Prayer – Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Time: 1934 

 


