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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 291 
215 15TH STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CA   92663 

GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA 
Date: January 15, 2025    Time: 6:03pm 

 

❖ Posting of the Colors 

❖ Placement of POW/MIA Cover 

❖ Chaplain's Prayer - Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 

❖ Pledge of Allegiance - Janz Simmons, Sgt-at-Arms 

❖ Music - Mary Ann Leonard, Music Chair – Song selection is America the Beautiful – 1st verse 

❖ Preamble of the Constitution of the ALA – see Projector screen 

❖ Roll Call of Officers - Cynthia Minucci Neal, Secretary 

  P 
President  
Mary Beth Martin 

P 
Chaplain  
Sharon Morgan 

P 
Executive Committee  
Jan Woolford 

P 
1st Vice President  
Dana Johnston 

P 
Historian  
Sue Lindsay 

P 
Executive Committee  
Bobbi Renaghan 

P 
2nd Vice President  
Bonnie Robertson 

P 
Sergeant at Arms  
Janz Simmons 

E 
Executive Committee  
Janice Flanagan 

P 
Secretary  
Cynthia Minucci Neal 

P 
Asst. Sergeant at Arms  
Stacy Eickhoff 

P 
Executive Committee  
Mary Ann Leonard 

E 
Treasurer  
Laura Farr 

E 
Jr. Past President  
Cindy Edes 

P 
Executive Committee  
Peggy Bengry 

       P=Present     E=Excused     A=Absent    Quorum = 9 

 

❖ Officer Substitutions  

❖ Special Guest 

➢ A visitor from the past gave us a glimpse of what was going on in the 1940’s and with the Auxiliary. 

➢ Brian Thom, Homeless Outreach Case Manager, with VA Long Beach Healthcare System.  Gave a brief 

discussion on the homeless veterans and how we can help them through the program. 

❖ Approval of Minutes –Minutes for the General Monthly Membership Meeting held on November 20, 2024.  A 

motion to waive the reading of the minutes.  Motion was made, 2nd, and motion carried.  The minutes were 

accepted as written. 

❖ Dimes for Times  – Legislative for National Security Programs 

REPORTS 

❖ President – Mary Beth Martin 

➢ Pat Alvarez, District 29 President visited our General Monthly Membership meeting 

➢ Spoke about ideas to change a Veteran’s life and requested members ideas 

➢ Auxiliary History - Gave a brief update on the history to date found while collecting the Past President 

information. 

➢ There are volunteer opportunities posted on SignUp Genius.   

➢ Fire Preparedness – Spoke about the Los Angeles fires and the importance of document storage 
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➢ Join the Team – Next month the nominating committee will be selected.  Looking for members interested in 

filling positions as an officer or chairman.  Job descriptions are posted in the Members only section of our 

website.  Requested members to fill out the Member Interest Form and return at the end of meeting. 

➢ March 14, 2025 the American Legion Auxiliary National will President Trish Ward will be visiting District 29.  

The event be hosted at Orange Post 132. 

❖ 1st Vice President / Membership – Dana Johnston  

➢ The 2025 Paid Membership to date is 1,814 (82%) 

➢ 2025 Membership was due December 31st.  Pay online, or by phone to National or by check to the 

membership team. 

❖ 2nd Vice President / Fundraising - Bonnie Robertson 

➢ February 22, 2025 - Updated on the Roaring 20’s event. 

▪ Mary Ann Leonard – Updated on Raffle tickets for the Roaring 20’s event. 

❖ Secretary – Cynthia Minucci Neal - No Report 

❖ Treasurer – Laura Farr – No Report 

❖ Chaplain – Sharon Morgan 

➢ Updated on well wishes and condolences 

❖ Historian – Susan Lindsey 

➢ Updated the members on the past events since our last meeting. 

❖ Parliamentarian – Peggy Bengry – No Report 

❖ Executive Committee – Bobbi Renaghan, Jan Woolford, Janice Flanagan, Mary Ann Leonard, & Peggy 

Bengry – No Report 

❖ Junior Past President – Cindy Edes – No Report 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

❖ Americanism – Carol Markel – Updated the members on upcoming holidays, the flag will stay at half-staff until 

January 28th.  Spoke about the upcoming Americanism Essay Contest. 

❖ Auxiliary Emergency Fund – Jan Woolford 

➢ Spoke about the AEF help for the Fires in Los Angeles.  Flyer was distributed at the flyer table for those 

who want to donate to the  directly through the Department American Legion Auxiliary. 

❖ Chair Covers – Janz Simmons 

➢ January 18, 2025 at 10am - Volunteers needed for chair covers for ALYC Commodore’s Ball 

❖ Children and Youth – Bea Foster 

➢ Updated on Children’s holiday parties in December - Christmas at the post all the children had a great 

time.  Toys were all taken to San Onofre base. Need help to store Santa’s chair. 

➢ February 1, 2025 – Military Baby Shower at St. Andrew’s Church.   

❖ Community Service – Sharon Morgan 

➢ Bags of Love Saturday, April 5 11am – 1pm 
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❖ Constitution & Bylaws – Janet du Monceau de Bergendal – No Report 

 

❖ Community Donations – Christine Beilby, Heidi Sergeant & Phyllis Helt  

➢ The Executive Board has approved the following motions to move forward to the General Monthly meeting 

for membership approval. 

 
 

▪ Veteran’s Emergency Asst Fund (VEAF) at AL 291   Suggested Donation $1,000 

Suggested by Cory Vigil, American Legion Service Officer 

VEAF is the main emergency grant for veterans for the whole County of Orange.  It’s important that 

SAL’s, AUX & Yacht Club all contribute to support veteran’s needs.  This fund supports veterans with 

emergency assistance during times of crisis and they must apply with a critical need application. 
 

RATIONAL:  Supporting VEAF helps support all veterans at AL 291 and throughout Orange County 

that apply for emergency assistance and meet the criteria.  As a Post 291 family, donating to the 

VEAF will allow more funds to be available 
 

MOTION: The Board moves to donate $1,000 to Veteran’s Emergency Asst Fund (VEAF) supported 

by Post 291.Motion was made, 2nd and motion carried.  3 Nays 
 

▪ American Legion Coffee Talk      Suggested Donation $600.00 

American Legion 291 hosts monthly Veteran’s Coffee Talk events at Post 291 on a variety of topics 
 

RATIONAL: $600 will support the Breakfast that is served by Post 291 for the Veteran’s Coffee Talk. 

The topics are specific to Veteran’s and is hosted at Post 291 each month. 
 

MOTION: The Board moves to donate $600 to Post 291 for Veteran’s Coffee Talk. Motion was made, 

2nd, motion carried.  3 nays 
 

▪ Someone Cares Soup Kitchen & Tutoring          Suggested Donation $1,000.00 

Suggested by: Becky Mauger, Member 

Opened in Costa Mesa in 1986 and based in Costa Mesa.  Someone Cares provides daily nutritional 

meals to homeless, unemployed, underemployed, working poor, senior citizens, mentally/physically 

disabled and children.  Veterans and their families are welcome. Serves over 300 meals per day.  

Meals are served M-F 12-3pm and Sat/Sun 9-11am.  Food Bank on Saturdays serves over 100 

families each week. 
 

RATIONAL: Someone Cares Soup Kitchen & Tutoring program is located in Costa Mesa.  They 

support low income, homeless veterans and those in need with food programs, 
 

MOTION: The Board moves to donate $1,000 to Someone Cares Soup Kitchen & Tutoring in Costa 

Mesa to support meals to the local community. Motion was made, 2nd, and motion carried 

 
 

▪ Share Our Selves (SOS)       Suggested Donation $1,000 

Share Our Selves (SOS) offer a Food Pantry, Back-to-School backpacks with school supplies, after 

school programs, a variety of classes for healthy lifestyle choices, case management to connect low-

income & at risk families with resources, behavior health & financial asst, Children & Family health & 

dental care, First in Family College Scholarships & other services to support the community.  

Locations include Costa Mesa & a new Mission Viejo facility 
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RATIONAL: This local support organization provides a variety of needs for low-income families, 

including military members with locations in Costa Mesa and Mission Viejo 
 

MOTION: The Board moves to donate $1,000 to Share Our Selves (SOS) to assist with local 

community outreach and programs.  Motion was made, 2nd, and motion carried.   
 

❖ Education – Barbara Melum 

➢ Looking for volunteers to read to children about Americanism. 

❖ Girls State - Caroline Miller  

➢ Updated on Girls State.  There are 19 schools.  Interviews will be starting on January 25th.    The 19 

delegates will be introduced at the next meeting. 

❖ Juniors – Stacy Eickhoff 

➢ Juniors will be filling Valentine candy bags on  Sun 19th at noon for the Long Beach VA. 

❖ Leadership – Cindy Edes – No Report 

❖ Legislative – Pia Thompson – No Report 

❖ National Security – Susan Difonzo 

➢ February 17, 2025 - American Red Cross Blood drive will be in the Main Hall 

❖ Past President Parley – Cindy Edes – Presented by President Mary Beth Martin, President 

➢  Nurses Scholarship  

❖ Poppies – Bobbi Renaghan - No Report 

❖ Public Relations – Heidi Sergeant – No Report 

❖ Troop Shipping – Janice Flanagan & Janet du Monceau de Bergendal 

➢ Updated on Troop Shipping held on November 23, 2024 

❖ Salute to Service - Jeannie Celeketic & Julie Sanborn - No Report 

❖ VA & R – Heidi Maturino See report from e-Board 

➢ Long Beach VA – Took jackets, clothing and food. 

➢ Update on US Vets – Replenished food pantry and helped a veteran with a new backpacks. 

➢ Helping Hero program – Visited her veterans. 

➢ Heroes Landing – Took a carload of food to replenish food pantry, and jackets 

➢ Upcoming Valentine joint activity with our Juniors 

➢ Will continue to collect food, jackets and lightly used clothing. 

 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

❖ Old Business  

➢ Member to Member – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

▪ The Auxiliary sent out 129 Christmas cards to senior members born 1923 - 1940 

▪ The next meeting will be on Monday January 27, 2025, 4:00pm – 5:30PM.  Those interested in 

joining our committee sign up after the meeting at the front. 
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➢ 100-year Anniversary – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

▪ Saturday, January 25, 2025 Newport Beach Board walk (Pier to Pier) 9:30am in the West Patio 

▪ The logo contest winner was Kendall Madsen.  She submitted 2 designs, and the membership 

voted the winner. 

▪ Next Meeting will be on Monday January 27, 2025 5:30pm – 7:00pm.  Those interested in joining 

our committee sign up after the meeting at the front. 

 

❖ New Business  

Membership – Initiation of new members,  2 new members were initiated into the Auxiliary. 

 

NEXT GENERAL MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING – The next meeting is Wednesday February 19, 2025, 

in the Main Hall at 6:00pm. 

NEXT DISTRICT MEETING – The next District meeting will be on Saturday February 8, 2025 at 10:00am 

located at Unit 295 Cypress located at 5646 Corporate Ave., Cypress, CA   90630 

 

❖ Closing Prayer – Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Time: 7:41pm 


