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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, UNIT 291 
215 15TH STREET, NEWPORT BEACH, CA   92663 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
Date: January 9, 2025 

 
 CALL TO ORDER - Silence your cell phone’s    Time: _6:01pm 
 Officer Substitution – Dana Johnston,1st Vice President stepped in for Mary Beth Martin, President for part 

of the meeting. 
 Chaplain’s Prayer – Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 
 Pledge of Allegiance – Janz Simmons, Sgt-at-Arms 
 Roll Call of Officers – Cynthia Minucci Neal, Secretary 
 Excused: Laura Farr, Treasurer, Stacy Eickhoff, Assistant-Sargeant-at-Arms, and Janice Flanaghan, 

Executive Committee 
 Approval of Minutes –The minutes for the General Monthly Membership Meeting held on November 20, 

2024.  Minutes were approved as written. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Americanism – Carol Markel – No Report 

 Auxiliary Emergency Fund – Jan Woolford 

 Spoke about AEF help for the Fires in Los Angeles 

 Chair Covers – Janz Simmons  
 January 18, 2025 at 10:00am- Volunteers needed for chair covers for ALYC Commadore Ball 

 Children and Youth – Bea Foster – No Report 
 Community Service – Sharon Morgan – No Report 

 Constitution & Bylaws – Janet du Monceau de Bergendal – No Report 

 Community Donations – Christine Beilby, Heidi Sergeant & Phyllis Helt  
 See Community Donations Board Packet Attachment 1 

 Veteran’s Emergency Asst Fund (VEAF) at AL 291   Suggested Donation $1,000 
• MOTION: The Community Donations Committee moves to donate $1,000 to Veteran’s Emergency 

Asst Fund (VEAF) supported by Post 291.  Motion was made, 2nd, and the motion carried. 
 

 American Legion Coffee Talk      Suggested Donation $600.00 
• MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $600 to Post 291 for Veteran’s Coffee Talk.  

The topics are specific to Veteran’s and is hosted by Post 291 each month.  Motion was made, 2nd, 
and the motion carried. 
 

 Someone Cares Soup Kitchen & Tutoring          Suggested Donation $1,000.00 
• MOTION: Community Donations moves to donate $1,000 to Someone Cares Soup Kitchen & 

Tutoring in Costa Mesa to support meals to the local community and after school tutoring program. 
Motion was made, 2nd, and the motion carried. 
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 Share Our Selves (SOS)       Suggested Donation $1,000 
• MOTION: Community Donations Committee moves to donate $1,000 to Share Our Selves (SOS) 

to assist with local community outreach and programs.  Motion was made, 2nd, and the motion 
carried. 
 

 Community Donations is researching the Auxiliary Units effected by Los Angeles fires. 
 

 Community Donations Updated Spreadsheet was included in the Board packet. 
 Education – Barbara Melum 

 Visiting schools – we can talk with the kids about Veterans and Americanism, have been doing teacher 

appreciation breakfasts, volunteers needed to read a book to the kids 

 Girls State - Caroline Miller  
 We have 19 schools participating this year. 

 Receiving applications from participants.  Interviews will Begin on January 25th for all schools. 

 Juniors – Stacy Eickhoff – Presented by Heidi Maturino 
 January 19, 2025 at 10:00am -Juniors will be helping Heidi Maturino filling 50 Valentine bags with candy for 

the Long Beach VA. 

 Leadership – Cindy Edes – No Report 

 Legislative – Pia Thompson – No Report 

 Music – Mary Ann Leonard 

 Song selection for the General Monthly meeting is America the Beautiful – 1st verse 

 Contacted Newport Harbor USD, and requested a flash drive to be shown 

 National Security – Susan Difonzo – No report 

 February 17, 2025 – American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 Past President Parley – Cindy Edes – No Report 

 Poppies – Bobbi Renaghan  

 April 7, 2025 at 10:00am 4:00pm - Poppies envelope stuffing.  President Mary Beth Martin will verify date 

and time.  Discussion on mailing list needs to be merged to eliminate multiple mailings to same home. 

 Public Relations – Heidi Sergeant – No Report 

 Troop Shipping – Janice Flanagan & Janet du Monceau de Bergendal – No Report 
 Salute to Service - Jeannie Celeketic & Julie Sanborn - No Report 
 VA & R – Heidi Maturino 

 Long Beach VA – Took jackets, clothing and food. 

 Update on US Vets – Replenished food pantry and helped a veteran with a new backpacks. 

 Helping Hero program – Visited her veterans. 

 Heroes Landing – Took a carload of food to replenish food pantry, and jackets 

 Upcoming Valentine joint activity with our Juniors 

 Will continue to collect food, jackets and lightly used clothing. 
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REPORTS 
 President – Mary Beth Martin - See Board report in Board package  
 Extra money to spend per Treasurer: change a Veterans life.  We have $90,000 to spend.  Change a 

veteran’s life.  Ideas as follows: 

 $500 scholarship for education at OCC. 

 Donate money to the Rescue Mission program in Tustin.  All veterans. 

 Adopt a veteran from OCC and pay their schooling 

 Auxiliary to help female veterans 

 Job Descriptions needed – Elections are coming up and will let the membership know if interested in a 

position or committee. 

 Kim and Kendall gave a History book from 1925 + 

 View room pictures – Post is removing old pictures in View Room  

 Poppies / Girls State / Troop Shipping / Children & Youth / Bags of Love /  

 Have to design your own  

 District 29 President Pat Alverez visit at the January 15th General Monthly meeting 

 1st Vice President / Membership – Dana Johnston  
 Update on Membership – Membership to date 1,782 to date.  Initiation will be at the General Monthly 

meeting. 

 2nd Vice President / Fundraising - Bonnie Robertson 

 February 22, 2025 - Update on the Roaring 20’s event. 

 Price of tickets is $65.  Motion was made, 2nd, and motion carried. 

 Mary Ann Leonard – Update on Raffle tickets 

 Secretary – Cynthia Minucci Neal  
 Approval of Minutes –The minutes for the Executive Board Meeting held on November 14, 2024.  Motion 

to suspend the reading of the minutes.  The motion was was 2nd and approved. The minutes were 

approved as written. 

 Board Report 
 Posting flyers at the Post – Reminder give the front office (4) flyers to place in designated flyer areas.  

Send flyer to secretary@ala291.com to print, and laminate for the bathroom mirrors only. 

 Mail Information – PO Box mail is still being forwarded.  Also, have return mail with Post address 

including Attention: office of chair (no name). 

 Treasurer – Laura Farr – No Report 

 Chaplain – Sharon Morgan 

 Updated on birthdays, well wishes and condolences 

 Historian – Susan Lindsey – No Report 

 Parliamentarian – Peggy Bengry – No Report 

mailto:secretary@ala291.com
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 Executive Committee – Bobbi Renaghan, Jan Woolford, Janice Flanagan, Mary Ann Leonard, & Peggy 
Bengry – No Report 

 Junior Past President – Cindy Edes – No Report 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

 Old Business  
 Member to Member – Cynthia Minucci Neal 

 Christmas cards were sent to 129 senior members born 1923 - 1940 

 Next meeting on Monday January 27, 2025 4:00pm – 5:30PM 

 Join us – Looking for more Committee members 

 100-year Anniversary – Cynthia Minucci Neal 
 Saturday January 25, 2025 Newport Beach Board walk –9:30am in the West Patio 

 Logo contest 

 Next Meeting on Monday January 27, 2025 5:30pm – 7:00pm 

 Join us – Looking for more Committee members 

 New Business  
New chair covers – Dennis will order 3 samples of chair covers for Auxiliary decision to go forward. 

 NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING – The next meeting is February 13, 2025.  It will be held in the Fireside 

Room at 6:00pm. 
 

NEXT DISTRICT MEETING – The next District meeting will be on January 11, 2025 at 10:00am located at Unit 

72 Anaheim.  Address is 936 N. Lemon St., Anaheim, CA  92805.  Department of California President Linda 

Hayes will be attending our District meeting. 
 

 Closing Prayer – Sharon Morgan, Chaplain 
 

ADJOURNMENT – Time: 7:56pm 

 


